
God Became Man!
By Dr. Rob ert G. Lee 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God.”

John 1:1- 2

esus, hav ing glory with God be fore the world was,
loved by the Fa ther be fore the foun da tion of the
world, was vir gin-born.
When Mary, over shad owed by the power of the High -

est, went down into the mys te ri ous land of moth er hood in
Beth le hem’s barn, she came back hold ing in her arms the
eter nal Son of God!

His ev ery mus cle was a pul ley di vinely swung; His
ev ery nerve, di vine hand writ ing; His ever bone, di vine
sculp ture; His ev ery heart beat, di vine pul sa tion; His ev ery
breath, holy whis per!  God’s thought, God’s will, God’s
pur pose, swathed in mor tal ity, was He.

Christ’s vir gin birth, on which rests the cred i bil ity of
the Scrip tures and the sin less ness of Je sus, is the al pha of
our Chris tian Faith.  Ac cept that, and all else rightly fol -
lows.

But re ject that – ac cept the im pi ous con clu sions of
mod ern skep ti cism that Je sus was earth-born, not
Heaven-born – then, with this bar sin is ter stained across
His birth hour, Chris tian ity is false hood, civ i li za tion is de -
lu sion, all his tory is a fath om less rid dle, the whole story of
Je sus is as sail able.

Je sus, Son of Man!  Je sus, Son of God! And both in one!
As man, He got tired; as God, He said, “Come unto

me, all ye that la bour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest” (Mat thew 11:28).  

As man, He got thirsty; as God, He gave liv ing wa ter.
As man, He got hun gry; as God, He fed thou sands

with a lad’s lunch. 
As man, He was tempted in all points like as we are; as 

God, He was with out sin, baf fling His en e mies with the
ques tion, “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” (John
8:46).   

As man, He sor rowed over sep a ra tion from friends; as
God, He prom ised never to leave them com fort less and to
come to them.

As man, He was de spised of men; as God, “all let the
an gels of God wor ship Him” (He brews 1:6).  

As man, He wept at Laz a rus’ grave; as God, He raised
Laz a rus from the dead.   

And this mar vel ous Christ, who was “made of the
seed of Da vid ac cord ing to the flesh” (Romans 1:3), was
“made un der the law, To re deem them that were un der the
law” (Galatians 4:4, 5).  

He was made un der the Law which was made for sin -
ners and not for the righ teous.  His in car na tion brought
Him un der our con dem na tion – who had no cause in Him
for con dem na tion.

The cause of con dem na tion was in us who had sinned
and “come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23), in us 
who had “turned ev ery one to his own way” (Isa iah 53:6),
in us who like sheep had gone astray, in us who pre ferred
dark ness to light be cause our deeds were evil.

So for us who de served death, Christ was made un der
the Law and died un der the Law; but His death was the
“end of the law for righ teous ness” (Romans 10:4).  Made
un der the Law, He bore the pen alty of the Law, griev ous as 
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it was.   
It is joy su per la tive to

know that the Lord has fully
dealt for us with the Law’s
claim.  Le gal sat is fac tion is
for ever taken out of our
hands by Christ.

Je sus Him self dealt, in
the sin ner’s in ter est, with the
Law, hon or ing its holy claims 
to the ut ter most un der the hu -
man con di tions which He so
freely un der took so that, by
faith, the re la tion ship be -
tween Je sus and sin ners is
real, a com mu nity of their
debt on one side and Christ’s
merit on the other side!

Selected

Con tro versy May 
Be a Duty!

Con tro versy in a re li gion
(Chris tian ity) is a hate ful
thing. It is hard enough to
fight the devil, the world and
the flesh with out pri vate dif -
fer ences in our own camp. 
But there is one thing which
is even worse than con tro -
versy; and that is false doc -
trine tol er ated, al lowed and
per mit ted with out pro test or
mo les ta tion. 

Away with such tri fling. 
There are times when con tro -
versy is not only a duty but a
ben e fit.  Give me the mighty
thun der storm rather than the
pes ti len tial ma laria. 

The one walks in dark -
ness and poi sons us in si -
lence, and we are never safe. 
The other fright ens and
alarms for a lit tle sea son.  But
it is soon over, and it clears
the air.  It is a plain scrip tural
duty to “ear nestly con tend
for the faith which was once
de liv ered unto the saints”
(Jude 3)   J.C. Ryle
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“This Means Prison For You!”
Hans Niel sen Hauge had be gun his mis sion as a wit -

ness; he be gan in his own home.  Dur ing the sum mer of
1796 the whole fam ily had turned to God, sim ply, ear -
nestly.  His fa ther, who had al ways been a se ri -
ous-minded man, was the first one to un der stand Hans,
and he was more ea ger than any of the oth ers to sup port
him and en cour age him in awak en ing spir i tual life
among the bonder or farmers.

When the mother now and then was wor ried how it
was go ing to turn out when a young and un learned man
was go ing to preach the Word of God to oth ers, Niels
Mikkelsen re minded her that the apos tles had been un -
learned fish er men, and “a bonde ought to be just as good
as a fish er man,” he added with a smile.

“Not to be a fisher of men,” the mother used to an -
swer.

“But to sow God’s seed through out the land,” in -
jected Hans, who of ten lis tened to these dis cus sions con -
cern ing his fu ture.  When peo ple in the par ish and
rel a tives came to Niels Mikkelsen and ex pressed fear as
to what might hap pen to Hans, he al ways an swered: “Oh, 
we don’t need to worry about Hans.”

At this time Hans be came sorely per plexed con cern -
ing pre des ti na tion.   The words, “Many be called, but few 
cho sen,” were writ ten as in let ters of fire be fore his in ner
eye, day and night. Was it re ally so that God had be fore -
hand cho sen some and re jected oth ers?  What good
would it then do those who had been re jected to try to
turn them from sin?  And what good would it do for him
to preach the Word of God?

In his great per plex ity he turned to this verse in the
Bi ble: “He (God) willeth that all men should be saved
and come to the knowl edge of the truth.”   This gave him
peace again. 

Excerpt taken from Hans Nielsen Huge:  The Thrilling
Story of a Great Christian Hero, by Jacob B. Bull,
Translated from the Norwegian by N. N. Ronning.

Ed i tor’s Note: Hans Niel sen Hauge was born in 1771 
and he died at the age of 53.

His par ents were fairly well-to-do-farm ers, also Bi -
ble-read ing, hymn-sing ing, and pray ing folk.  Hans was a 
pe cu liar boy, given to me di tat ing deeply in the Bi ble and
de vo tional books and tried to think things through for
him self.  He at tended no school af ter his con fir ma tion.

At the age of twenty five, Hauge, while plow ing his
fa ther’s field, had a won der ful spir i tual ex pe ri ence of
com ing to know Je sus as his per sonal Sav ior, and he re -
ceived a di vine call (as you and I who know Je sus as our
per sonal Sav ior) to preach and tes tify with the Word of

God to both the high and mighty and the meek and lowly. 
Dur ing the next six years he trav eled on foot more

than 10,000 miles, vis ited al most ev ery nook and cor ner
of Nor way, preach ing from two to four times a day and
pub lished 36 books, sev eral of them writ ten by him self.
The LOVE of and for JESUS con strained him to press on
in obe di ence to God’s In spired Book, the BIBLE.  He
taught peo ple to start mills and fac to ries, and even started 
a co op er a tive fac tory for peo ple who could get no other
employment.

A law against ‘lay-preach ing’ was in ef fect and the
com bined ef fort of both the State and church to per se cute
him.  He was ar rested and placed in prison time and again 
and his fi nal im pris on ment lasted ten years.  When fi -
nally freed upon hav ing to pay a heavy fine, Hauge was
bro ken in health and his pub lic min is try had al most come 
to an end.

His ad ver sar ies did not suc ceed in crush ing the spir i -
tual move ment which Hans Niel sen Hauge was in stru -
men tal (as a ves sel) in start ing.  It spread from area to
area, as it made for a spir i tu ally, eco nom i cally and po lit i -
cally new Norway.

Di rectly or in di rectly, this is the source/foun da tion of 
the bib li cally based, piet ist ic Lu theran Free Move ment
of the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion/Morn ing 
Glory – God’s lead ing and di rect ing as we func tion/op er -
ate as a faith min is try!

“Yes, and all who de sire to live godly in Christ Je sus
will suf fer per se cu tion” II Tim o thy 3:12.  For “‘Nor is
there sal va tion in any other, for there is no other name
un der heaven given among men by which we must be
saved.’  Now when they saw the bold ness of Pe ter and
John, and per ceived that they were un ed u cated and un -
trained men, they mar veled.  And they re al ized that they
had been with Je sus” Acts 4:12-13.  PRAISE GOD
FROM WHOM COMES GRACE AND EMPOWER -
MENT TO CONTINUE ON IN OBEDIENCE TO HIS
WORD! 
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TIME

I have only just a min ute, only
sixty sec onds in it.  Forced upon me – 
can’t re fuse it, did n’t seek it, did n’t
choose it; but it’s up to me to use it.  I
must suf fer if I lose it, give ac count if
I abuse it.  Just a tiny lit tle min ute –
but eter nity is in it!
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IN GOD WE TRUST 
Eight Rea sons State-Sanc tioned Athe ism Is Out of Step 

with Our Amer i can Tra di tions

By Jerry Newcombe, D.Min. 

No one can deny the rise of the shrill athe is tic voices 
of our time.

But dare I say that the idea of state-sanc tioned, and
in some cases state-man dated athe ism, is ab so lutely out
of step with the tra di tions of Amer ica.  Here are eight
rea sons why:

1.  At the time of our found ing, 99.8 per cent of the
pop u la tion were pro fess ing Chris tians.  Ben Frank lin,
him self a bit of a skep tic, said in 1794, when writ ing
about Amer ica, “Athe ism is un known there, in fi del ity
rare and se cret, so that per sons may live to a great age in
that coun try with out hav ing their pi ety shocked by
meet ing with ei ther an atheist or an infidel.”

2.  The found ing fa thers (not just the set tlers, like
the Pil grims – whom even the ACLU will ad mit were
Chris tians) hired chap lains to say prayers – vir tu ally al -
ways in the name of Je sus – for the mil i tary and the leg -
is la ture.  The tra di tion of prayers at the open ing of the
leg is la ture goes back as far as 1619 when the James -
town col ony had the first con gress of any kind in
America.

3.  The sym bol of Amer ica’s found ing is the Lib erty
Bell, and it has a Bi ble verse on it —  “Pro claim lib erty
through out the land and to all the in hab it ant thereof”
(Le vit i cus 25:10).  

4.  The foun da tional ed u ca tion for the found ers was
Chris tian – even those who later may have lost their
faith or some as pects of it.  As Dr. Don ald S. Lutz, au -
thor of The Or i gins of Amer i can Constitutionalism,
once told me, they all knew the Bi ble “down to their fin -
ger tips.”  For those who are bib li cally lit er ate, it is easy
to see this influence.

5.  In ad di tion to the above point, all the col leges in
North Amer ica were thor oughly Chris tian. 

Those who at tended Har vard, for ex am ple, learned
at an in sti tu tion with the motto (in Latin) “Truth for
Christ and His Church.”  Only cen tu ries later, did the
Har vard trust ees sever truth from Christ and His church.  
Mad i son learned his wise pol i tics from the then-thor -
oughly Pres by te rian Col lege of New Jer sey.  We know it 
to day as Prince ton.

6. Since 1956, our na tional motto con tin ues to be
“In God We Trust.”  But some times you would n’t know 
that.  It was sug gested by Fran cis Scott Key, who wrote
our Na tional An them.  The first verse, be gin ning with
“Oh say, can you see…” is well-known.  But note what
he says in the 4th verse, which I wish we would sing
more often: 

Blest with vict’ry and peace, may the Heav’n-res -
cued land

Praise the Pow’r that hath made and pre served us a
na tion!

Then con quer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto, “In God is our trust!”

7.  Ev ery state con sti tu tion men tioned God.  Most of 
them still do.  For ex am ple, here is the open ing to the
con sti tu tion for my home state: “We, the Peo ple of the
State of Il li nois – grate ful to Al mighty God for the civil,
po lit i cal, and re li gious lib erty which He has per mit ted
us to en joy and seek ing His bless ing upon our
endeavors….”

8.  The sin gle big gest rea son that state-sanc tioned
athe ism is out of keep ing with our Amer i can tra di tion
come from our na tional birth.  The Dec la ra tion of In de -
pend ence says that our rights come from the Cre ator. 
There fore, these rights are not up for grabs.  In con trast,
what the state gives, the state can remove.

This is only the tip of the ice berg on the is sue.  In
Amer ica, athe ists are free to share their un be lief.  Great.  
I just wish they would ex tend that free dom to the very
tra di tions that ex tended that free dom to them in the first
place – the Judeo-Chris tian heritage.

Taken from Impact, A Newsletter of D. James
Kennedy Ministries. © Copyright 2016

“The secret of the LORD is with those
who fear Him, And He will show them His 

covenant.”  Psalm 25:14

The Lord shall make him know 
The se crets of his heart.
The won ders of his cov e nant show, 
And all his love im part.  

“’No lon ger do I call you ser vants, for a ser -
vant does not know what his mas ter is do ing; but I 
have called you friends, for all things that I heard
from My Fa ther I have made known to you.’”
John 15:15                   Se lected
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Ed i to rial 
RES

REFORMATION OR TRANSFORMATION??
“THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH!” 

(Habakkuk 2:4 and Romans 1:17)

As you know, at the be gin ning of a New Year a lot
of ‘res o lu tions’ are made and hardly be fore the ‘ink’
gets ‘dry’; they are amended or bro ken!

Just a cou ple of months ago, we should have paid
at ten tion to what is called Mar tin Lu ther’s Ref or ma tion
Day, which is very sig nif i cant; but what a con trast there
is be tween ref or ma tion and trans for ma tion!  The one is
cen tered around three per sons: Me, My self and I,
which ba si cally equals PRIDE – it is for my ben e fit. 
Trans for ma tion is cen tered IN and through a NEW
HEART that JESUS gives you, when you ac cept Je sus
as your per sonal Sav ior – a ‘heart trans plant’!   God
gives peo ple a New heart: Jer e miah 24:7, 31:33, II Cor.
5:17.  “’Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a
new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of
their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may
walk in My stat utes and keep My judg ments and do
them; and they shall be My peo ple, and I will be their
God’” Ezekiel 11:19-20. 

Our old hearts are de ceit ful, cor rupt, de praved and
sin ful!  All the things hap pen ing in this sin ful world that 
dis cour age us and cause de spair and dis cour age ment
come from the hu man heart.  Our hearts, Je sus says, are
a store house of evil (Mark 7:21).  

Our hearts (the old na ture) are far from God (Mat -
thew 15:8).  Many people go to church and out wardly
live a good life and if any thing, re form ing to a better
life-style; but they are liv ing for them selves ba si cally,
in stead of for our liv ing God, who gives the gift of life – 
both phys i cally and spir i tu ally.  Re gard less if you are
saved or lost, ev ery breath and heart-beat you take is
given to you be cause of the gra cious ness and mercy of
GOD; and a fact IF you be lieve it or not!  Thus we need
to pray with the Psalm ist, “…so teach me to num ber my 
days that I may get a heart of wis dom.”  Psalm 90:12

For clar i fi ca tion, what is the “heart” we are talk ing
about in this ed i to rial?  Clearly, not the phys i cal mag -
nif i cent pump called the heart! – but a per son’s in tel lect, 
emo tions and will. 

Ul ti mately, the Bi ble says the devil is the source of
all temp ta tion; as he is called “the tempter” in Mat thew
4:3.

Thus Sa tan whis pers to the un re gen er ate soul,

“Wait for a more con ve nient time,” or ei ther “YOU are
good-enough the way you are” or “YOU are too bad of
a sin ner to get saved.”

For the lost sin ner who has been found by the one
and only Sav ior; when Sa tan co mes as a hacker; the one 
with this New Heart re lies on Je sus to give him
strength, by the power of the Holy Spirit to re sist temp -
ta tion.  And in His en coun ter with the De ceiver, he uses
the truth of God’s Word to coun ter act Sa tan’s lies, as it
is vi tal to be un der the Blood of Je sus for vic tory.  As
men tioned, Sa tan is a “hacker’ as he also quotes Scrip -
ture – at least the part to his ad van tage – and his ‘aids’
will do the same.  Nat u rally they don’t use Scrip ture to
in ter pret Scrip ture; but pull out por tions of Scrip ture to
al lure and de ceive.

Also to day some of “Chris tian ity” has fallen into
the trap of im prov ing your life-style for a better life and
God’s GRACE be comes a ‘pil low’ to sin upon.

For ex am ple: Mod er ate drink ing of Al co holic bev -
er ages, gam bling, or liv ing in the sin of for ni ca tion. 
He brews 13:1 – 9 & Jer e miah 6:13 – 19. 

Why is it that so ci ety speaks of drink ing in mod er a -
tion and yet per mits/builds these ‘drink ing-holes’ next
to high ways?  By the way, I would rather meet a per son
smok ing in a back al ley than a mo tor ist un der the in flu -
ence of alcohol on a high way.  Ba si cally, a smoker is
only pos si bly harm ing him self (Oh, I know sec -
ond-hand smoke is not good).  God states ab sti nence …  
to not even look upon it. (See Prov. 22:31)   Ev ery al co -
holic started with the very first drink.  Then those who
are liv ing to gether out side of mar riage are of ten mod er -
ately drink ing or smok ing.

TODAY there are many seek ing di rec tion and
guid ance from many dif fer ent sources; but fail to
check-in to what the Bi ble says – even pro fess ing
Chris tians and Con gre ga tions!  We wish that were not
so, for as we know there is no false ad ver tis ing in the
Bi ble.  Eter nity is too long to be wrong!!!  Let us ask
for the Holy Spirit’s en light en ment/un der stand ing/con -
vic tion through His In spired Word, the Bi ble, for His
Word is for ever set tled in Heaven.

No doubt there are many Chris tians with whom we
would ‘dif fer’ on sec ond ary doc trines: for ex am ple –
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Astrology
One rea son Chris tians should n’t prac tice as trol ogy

is, quite sim ple, be cause the Bi ble tells us not to.  As trol -
ogy and other forms of for tune-tell ing were very com -
mon in the an cient world, but the Bi ble writ ers called
them “de test able prac tices” (Deu ter on omy 18:12).  

Chris tians don’t fol low as trol ogy be cause we don’t
need to.  God has given us ev ery thing we need to know
about the fu ture in His Word.  Of course, the Bi ble does -
n’t tell us what will hap pen next week or next year; if it
did, we would never learn to trust God or seek His

guidance.
The heav ens de clare the glory of God; 
The skies pro claim the work of His hands.
              Psalm 19:1

Wisdom For Each Day, Billy Graham,                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Mfd. For © 2011 DaySpring Cards, Inc.

“eter nal se cu rity”; but it ap pears to me some of such be -
liev ers seem to live upon GRACE as a ‘pil low’ to
sin-upon – sort of a semi-worldly life and not what God
wants of a bib li cal, piet ist ic life-style in word and ac -
tion!

Un til you see your self spir i tu ally lost, you will
never be found ei ther. Luke 15:10 Good works can
never for give or cover SIN!   Un til you first see your self 
LOST there is no hope of reach ing Heaven.

Imag ine that you had a wealthy rel a tive or friend,
and one day this per son’s at tor ney called to tell you that
this per son had died and left you a mil lion dol lars.  The
money, he added, was now de pos ited in a bank in your
name and you could draw on it at any time.

You’d act on it, ac cept ing by faith that what the at -
tor ney had told you was true, and you were now a mil -
lion aire.

In a much far greater way God of fers us a Gift – the
gift of sal va tion (New Heart/Trans for ma tion) in Je sus
Christ.  Christ has done ev ery thing pos si ble to pro vide
it for you and all you have to do is ad mit your spir i tu ally 
lost con di tion and re ceive His Gift of a New Heart. 
“And this is the tes ti mony; that God has given us eter -
nal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God
does not have life.” 1 John 5:11-12

Then that new trans formed life has be gun; but
needs reg u lar nour ish ment in or der to sur vive and
JESUS and His WORD are that vi tal source of this
nour ish ment.  In or der for any life to con tinue to ex ist, it 
must be nour ished or else it will die.  This is also one of
the vi tal func tions of the min is try of the Morn ing
Glory/HLIF – to help nour ish YOU!  It is not, “If you
have never ac cepted Je sus,”  but “What is your re la tion -
ship with HIM to day?”  CHRISTIANITY is a pres -
ent-tense Re la tion ship with our cru ci fied and risen
Sav ior who is com ing again!  “Be ware, breth ren, lest

there be in any of you an evil heart of un be lief in de part -
ing from the liv ing God, but ex hort one an other
daily…”He brews 3:12-13a.  (Rev e la tion 3:1-6 & 2:4 &
Jer e miah 3:12-15).    

What is the op po site of LOVE?  It is n’t hate (al -
though it can be come that).  The ex act op po site of Love
is self ish ness.  When a hus band and wife are con cerned
only about their own in di vid ual de sires, the stage is set
for self-cen tered ness (self ish ness).  (1 Cor. 13:4-5)  
True LOVE (Agape) can not idly stand by why souls
are per ish ing – yet Chris tians are be com ing luke warm
while apos tasy is tak ing place.  MATTHEW 16:26.

“Be loved, I pray that you may pros per in all things
and be in health, just as your soul pros pers” 3 John
verse 2 and then read verses 3-4, please.

“But you are a cho sen a gen er a tion, a royal
priest hood, a holy na tion, His own spe cial peo ple, that 
you may pro claim the praises of Him who called you
out dark ness into His mar vel ous light; who once were
not a peo ple but are now the peo ple of God, who had
not ob tained mercy but now have ob tained mercy, Be -
loved, I beg you as so journ ers and pil grims, ab stain
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” 1 Pe ter
2:9-11.

BLESSED ASSURANCE JESUS IS MINE!

“The Lord is not slack con cern ing His prom ise, as
some count slack ness, but is long suf fer ing to ward us,
not will ing that any should per ish but that all should
come to re pen tance” II Pe ter 3:9.

“His word of prom ise is my food, 
His Spirit is my guide; 
Thus daily is my strength re newed, 
And all my wants sup plied.”

              Se lected



From Our Fellowship Circle 

L & L H. Piedmont, SD
Here is trust ing that all is well with you and I am do ing
pretty good; but no tice older age is creep ing up on us!

In Je sus, we have a bright fu ture, af ter this earthly jour -
ney is over with all its tri als.

God bless this con ser va tive Bib li cal em pha sis that is ex -
pressed in the Morn ing Glory.

C. L. Viroqua, WI
I en joy the Morn ing Glory. I usu ally read all ar ti cle and
pass it on to oth ers. 

En closed please find a check for the amount of … to help
with con tin u ing the same, as we need to con tinue to hear
more about JESUS and His sav ing Grace.  

B. H. Mil ton-Freewater, OR 
I en joy your Morn ing Glory very much, as you tell the
Truth and the Truth is that we have a God that for gives,
and it is only by His Grace that I have been born-again.

Fi nan cially, if you need more money to con tinue the min -
is try of the Morn ing Glory pa per, please let me know as I
am will ing to go with out so that you can keep pub lish ing
the The Morn ing Glory.

God most cer tainly an swers prayer; not nec es sar ily in our 
tim ing, but in His.   

A. & J. L. Souris, ND 
Thank you for speak ing with me on the tele phone in re -
gard ing our ques tions on the … send ing Sem i nary stu -
dents on to the Mis souri Synod Sem i nary for fur ther
ed u ca tion.   

I did make a call to the … Head quar ters and they ba si -
cally said the same as you stated.  

(Ed. That’s re ally the most cor rect way; go di rectly to the
source)!  Most cer tainly this means a lot to us: but this
only makes things con fus ing, when a church body is n’t
stand ing for what they once did, as on the Word of God.

Thanks for lis ten ing, as I wanted to share our con cerns
and as we know our Lord grieves over the ‘apos tasy’ that
is tak ing place to day.

We can’t thank you enough for your faith ful ser vice with
the Morn ing Glory, that you keep on the Word and feed

and warm souls!

B. N. Bis marck, ND
I ap pre ci ate and en joy the Morn ing Glory.

I am dis ap pointed with my … Pas tor who sel dom speaks
in re gards to cur rent events from the pul pit; your monthly 
pa per does.  

I be lieve chil dren in church ben e fit to hear from over the
pul pit/classes things that con firm sub jects they hear and
dis cuss in their school and home.  

I would like to share a larger amount by check; how ever,
I will strive in the fu ture to be more faith ful in my sup -
port…

A. T. Se at tle, WA
Surely Amer ica is at the ‘cross-roads’, as I never thought
I would see the day; as the devil is work ing over time and
try ing to de stroy our Land.  Thus we need the Morn ing
Glory as there is not much is most other pub li ca tions. 
May the Lord con tinue to bless you and the min is try HE
has en trusted to you friends!   

J. G. B. Aus tin, MN 
The Morn ing Glory is among the best of all the read ing I get.

I wish I could af ford to make the en closed check larger,
as I do want to en cour age the cir cu la tion of the same and
I don’t want to miss re ceiv ing the Morn ing Glory.  

Ed i tor’s Note: God/Je sus never prom ised an easy road in
be ing a faith ful fol lower of Him.

Th is is also true of the min is try of the Morn ing Glory and 
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion.  

The spir i tual bat tles are very real and we strug gle, es pe -
cially at times; but we also know and ex pe ri ence that
greater is HE who is in you than he that is of this world! 
God also prom ises that His Word will never re turn to
Him void and His WORD is for ever set tled in Heaven!

Our ba sic Bi ble verse is found in Jude 3. “Be loved, while
I was very dil i gent to write to you con cern ing our com -
mon sal va tion, I found it nec es sary to write to you ex -
hort ing you to con tend ear nestly for the faith which was 
once for all de liv ered to the saints”.
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Luther on Works
Lu ther went nearly to death with his good works to

try and earn for give ness of his sins.  He learned of jus ti -
fi ca tion by grace through faith apart from good works
through study of Romans.  Lu ther then went on to write
a lot about jus ti fi ca tion by Grace Alone, Faith Alone
and Scrip ture Alone.  Be cause of Lu ther’s em pha sis,
many peo ple who fol low his teach ings feel that good
works are not part of Lu theran the ol ogy or of Bib li cal
man date.  This is n’t true.

In the in tro duc tion of his com men tary on the Book
of Romans, Lu ther spoke about the re la tion ship be -
tween true faith and good works:

“Faith, how ever, is a di vine work in us.  It
changes us and makes us to be born anew of
God (John 1); it kills the old Adam and makes
al to gether dif fer ent men, in heart and spirit and
mind and pow ers, and it brings with it the Holy
Ghost.  Oh, it is a liv ing, busy, ac tive, mighty
thing, this faith; and so it is im pos si ble for it not
to do good works in ces santly.  It does not ask
whether there are good works to do, but be fore
the ques tion rises; it has al ready done them, and
is al ways at the do ing of them.  He who does not 
these works is a faith less man. He gropes and
looks about af ter faith and good works, and
knows nei ther what faith is nor what good
works are, though he talks and talks, with many
words, about faith and good works.

“Faith is a liv ing, dar ing con fi dence in God’s
grace, so sure and cer tain that a man would
stake his life on it a thou sand times.  This con fi -
dence in God’s grace and knowl edge of it
makes men glad and bold and happy in deal ing
with God and all His crea tures; and this is the
work of the Holy Ghost in faith.  Hence a man is 
ready and glad, with out com pul sion, to do good 
to ev ery one, to serve ev ery one, to suf fer ev ery -
thing, in love and praise to God, who has shown 
him this grace; and thus it is im pos si ble to sep a -
rate works from faith, quite as im pos si ble as to
sep a rate heat and light fires.  Be ware, there fore, 
of your own false no tions and of the idle talk ers, 
who would be wise enough to make de ci sions
about faith and good works, and yet are the
great est fools.  Pray God to work faith in you;
else you will remain for ever with out faith,
what ever you think or do.” *

It would do each one of us well to ex am ine our life
and our faith to see if it is gen u ine and liv ing, be cause,

even ac cord ing to Lu ther him self, a true, liv ing faith
will pro duce a life of good works – it is im pos si ble not
to.  

This introduction to Romans was be ing read when
John Wes ley felt his heart “strangely warmed” at a
meet ing on Aldersgate Street, and be came one of the
great est evan ge lists the world has seen.

* Quotation taken from Commentary on the Epistle to
the Romans by Martin Luther.  © 1954 by 

Zondervan Publishing House, p. xvii.

Com ing to the King as a Beg gar

A great mon arch was ac cus tomed on cer tain set oc -
ca sions to en ter tain all the beg gars of the city.  Around
him were placed his court iers, all clothed in rich ap -
parel; the beg gars sat at the same ta ble in their rages of
poverty.

Now it came to pass that on a cer tain day one of the
court iers had spoiled his silken ap parel so that he dared
not put it on; and he felt, I can not go to the king’s feast
to day for my robe is foul.

He sat weep ing till the thought struck him, To mor -
row when the king holds his feast some will come as
court iers hap pily decked in their beau ti ful ar ray, but
oth ers will come and be made quite as wel come who will 
be dressed in rags.  

“Well, well,” said he, “so long as I may see the
king’s face and sit at the royal ta ble, I will en ter among
the beg gars.”  So, with out mourn ing be cause he had lost
his silken habit, he put on the rags of a beg gar and saw
the king’s face as well as if he had worn the scar let and
fine linen.  

My soul has done this full many a time when the ev -
i dences of sal va tion have been dim, and I bid you do the
same when you are in like case.  If you can not come to
Je sus as a saint, come as a sin ner; only do come with
sim ple faith to Him, and you shall re ceive joy and peace.

Spurgeon

What if our hands are busy
With other work than His?

What if our feet are walk ing 
Where sin’s al lure ment is?

What if our tongues are speak ing 
Of things His lips would spurn?
How can we hope to help Him 

And has ten His re turn?

         An nie John son Flint



Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Winston Churchill’s Warning to the
Western World About Islam 

WND.com (July 18, 2016) re ports an ar ti cle by Bill
Federer about Winston Chur chill and Is lam…

“Chur chill…penned a two-vol ume work, The (Nile)
River War, in which he wrote, ‘How dread ful are the
curses which Moham med an ism lays on its vo ta ries!  The
fa nat i cal frenzy, which is as dan ger ous in a man as hy dro -
pho bia in a dog …In se cu rity of prop erty ex ists wher ever
the fol low ers of the Prophet rule or live …A de graded
sen su al ism de prives this life of its grace and re fine ment;
the next of its dignity and sanctity.’ 

“Chur chill con tin ued, ‘The fact that in Moham -
medan law ev ery woman must be long to some man as his
ab so lute prop erty, ei ther as a child, a wife, or a con cu -
bine, must de lay the fi nal ex tinc tion of slav ery un til the
faith of Is lam has ceased to be a great power among men.  
In di vid ual Mus lims may show splen did qual i ties …but
the in flu ence of the re li gion par a lyzes the so cial de vel op -
ment of those who follow it.’

“Chur chill con cluded, ‘No stron ger ret ro grade force
ex ists in the world.  Far from be ing mor i bund, Moham -
med an ism is a mil i tant and pros e ly tiz ing faith.  It has al -
ready spread through out Cen tral Af rica, rais ing fear less
war riors at ev ery step; and were it not that Chris tian ity is
shel tered in the strong arms of sci ence, the sci ence
against which it had vainly strug gled, the civ i li za tion of
mod ern Eu rope might fall, as fell the civilization of
ancient Rome.’”

Chur chill un der stood the threat to West ern civ i li za -
tion better than his con tem po rar ies be cause he had an as -
tound ing knowl edge of his tory and the abil ity to ap ply
that knowl edge to the is sues of his time…

If Chur chill were alive to day, there is no doubt that
he would be warn ing Brit ain and the United States to take 
dras tic mea sures to cur tail this Is lamic in va sion be fore
it’s too late.

RETURN AMERICA FOUNDATION

Belgium’s Cathedral of Our Lady
Chimes out ‘Hatikvah’ for Visit by
President of Israel

This past June, one of Bel gium’s larg est Ro man
Cath o lic churches, the Ca the dral of Our Lady, played the
Is raeli na tion an them on its bells in honor of a visit by
Reuven Revlin, the pres i dent of Is rael.  Revlin was

deeply moved by the gesture.
In a speech, Revlin men tioned the ter ror ist at tack in

Bel gium this past March that killed 32 peo ple.  “To day
we know that there is a link be tween anti-Sem i tism
against Jews and jihadi ter ror that kills in no cent peo ple
of all re li gions,” Revlin said.  “We must not wait for
anti-Sem i tism to be come ter ror; we must fight it from the
be gin ning together.”

Revlin added, “Is rael is con cerned about the ac tiv i -
ties in Bel gium of the anti-Is rael Boy cott, Di vest ment
and Sanc tions move ment.”

Information from Arutz Sheva, 6/22/16,
The Vine and the Branches

Amazing Terrorist Cell Discovered 
Near Jerusalem: 

Af ter a bomb ex ploded at an in ter sec tion just north of 
Je ru sa lem, Is raeli au thor i ties dis cov ered that it had been
planned and car ried out by a ter ror ist cell in Abu Dis (an
East Je ru sa lem vil lage), by three doc tors and a male
nurse.  They also found 65 pipe bombs hid den in a den tal
of fice. 

Selected

Oil In The Dead Sea: 

A drill ing li cense for a 36-square mile area of the
Dead Sea has been ap proved by the Is raeli gov ern ment. 
The tract holds re serves es ti mated at 7 mil lion bar rels of
oil worth about $300 mil lion.

Selected

Bill Nye Calls Ark Encounter
“Disturbing” After Visit 

Bill Nye, “the Sci ence Guy,” re flected on his re cent
visit to Ken tucky’s Ark En coun ter, the life-sized Noah’s
ark theme park built by Young Earth Creationist Ken
Ham, by call ing it “dis turb ing,” ar gu ing that on the Ark’s
third deck, ev ery sin gle one of the sci ence ex hib its is “ab -
so lutely wrong.”

Nye, who has de bated Ham on the top ics of evo lu -
tion and creationism in the past, vis ited the Ark En coun -
ter on July 8 (2016) and was given a tour of the bib li cal
at trac tion by the An swers in Gen e sis and Cre ation Mu -
seum president.
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Nye told NBC News in a re port…..that he was very
alarmed by what he saw.  He said the Ark En coun ter was 
an “eye-catch ing at trac tion” but then de scribed the ex -
pe ri ence as “much more trou bling or dis turb ing that I
thought it would be.”…

Ham also talked about Nye’s visit in a Facebook
post and said that it turned into an “al most two-hour de -
bate: as they walked through the three decks of ex hib its
at the Ark.

“…Bill chal lenged me about the con tent of many of
our ex hib its, and I chal lenged him about what he
claimed and what he be lieved,” Ham ex plained.  

“It was a clash of world views,” he added, not ing
that he prayed for Nye at the Ark and that they ended
with a “friendly hand shake.”

Stoyan Zaimov for ChristianPost.com 

Ed i tor’s Com ments: No doubt Mr. Nye finds what he
saw to be “dis turb ing.”  Any time an evo lu tion ist is chal -
lenged by a well-versed creationist, the evo lu tion ist is
go ing to be “dis turbed.”

Sword of the Lord 

The Church of England

The Church of Eng land has launched a new con gre -
ga tion, es pe cially for the Les bi ans, Gays, Bi sex u als and
Trans sex u als (LGBT).  The new con gre ga tion will meet
in St. Mathews, Walsall and be called True North.  The
Bishop of Wolverhampton stated: “I un der stand why
LGBT Chris tians feel the need for a place to meet and
wor ship where they can feel se cure and sup ported in
their God-given sex ual iden tity.  They will be very
much part of our Di o cese and I will look for ward to wor -
ship ping with them in due course.”

Selected 

Baptismal Remembrance at a funeral in
Lutheran Church(s) 

The cas ket is cov ered with a fu neral pall as a sym -
bol of the righ teous ness of Christ given us in Holy Bap -
tism – (Romans 6:3-5) 

The Pas tor says:  In Holy Bap tism [the de ceased]
was clothed with the robe of Christ’s righ teous ness that
cov ered all their sin.  St. Paul says:  “Do you not know
that all of us who were bap tized into Christ Je sus were
bap tized into His death?”  We were there fore bur ied
with Him through bap tism into death in or der that, just
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of
the Fa ther, we too may live a new life.  If we have been
united with Him in His death, we will cer tainly also be

united with Him in His res ur rec tion.                       Se lected

Ed i tor’s Note: When Scrip ture is taken out of con -
text and twisted and thus used in false-teach ing, we have 
more than one rea son to be alarmed!  Sa tan also uses
por tions of Scrip ture and twists it for his ben e fit (or just
short por tions of the same)!

How we need to be en light ened by the third Per son
of the Holy Spirit and then to use Scrip ture to in ter pret
Scrip ture!   

If Mar tin Lu ther were liv ing to day, I be lieve he
would have to do what he ba si cally did app. 500 years
ago; by the GRACE and Power of God!   

To teach and preach that all that is needed for an
adult to go to Heaven is BAPTISM is not only con trary
to the BIBLE, but also true Lu theran doc trine, and it is
ab so lutely WRONG!  AND eter nity is too long to be
wrong!

Restaurant Owner Defends “Muslims
Get Out” Sign Amid Criticism 

A Min ne sota res tau rant owner is re spond ing to
back lash against a sign he posted out side his busi ness,
Treats Fam ily Res tau rant, in Lons dale, near Northfield,
that read, “Mus lims Get Out.” 

“It’s time that peo ple started stand ing up, not wor ry -
ing about PC crowd, and do what is right,” Dan
Ruedinger, who owns the res tau rant, told WCCO-TV.
And I feel what we’re do ing is right.

We are not tar get ing the Mus lims in gen eral, just the 
ex trem ists.”

The sign was put up fol low ing the stab bing of (ten)
peo ple at a St. Cloud mall…, dur ing which the sus pect
re port edly made ref er ences to Al lah and re port edly
asked peo ple if they were Mus lim.  The Is lamic State
has claimed re spon si bil ity for the act. …

“It’s my right, and I’m go ing to stand up, and I wish
more peo ple would do it,” the Min ne sota res tau rant
owner added.

Res i dents have since flocked to Ruedinger’s busi -
ness in sup port of his stance.  (One day) so many peo ple
showed up that Ruedinger had to call in three ex tra em -
ploy ees to help.  

Theblaze.com 

Ed i tor’s Com ments: Some peo ple in the U. S., like
Mr. Ruedinger, un der stand that war has been de clared
against us.  You only need to glance across the big pond
to Eng land, Bel gium, France, and Ger many to see
where cur rent pol icy is headed.  A few more years of the
open bor ders and we will be un der the ty ran ni cal thumb
of Sharia.                                          Sword of the Lord



The Age of Pietistic Revivals, 
1650 – 1750

The great Ref or ma tion dis cov ered the Liv ing Doc -
trines; Piet ism dis cov ered the Liv ing Ex pe ri ences.  The
Ref or ma tion pointed to the open Bi ble, say ing “It is
Writ ten.”  Piet ism pointed to the heart and said: “What
is writ ten I have ex pe ri enced.  As the Ref or ma tion in the
main was a doc trinal move ment, so Piet ism was a life
move ment.  The one can not get along with out the other. 
In spired Bi ble Doc trine and Liv ing Per sonal Ex pe ri ence
must al ways go hand in hand; oth er wise there will be no
true ad vance and no spir i tual riches in Chris tian life.  We
shall turn in on dan ger ous side-tracks either to the right
or to the left.  

We shall briefly con sider the spir i tual life move ment
of Piet ism, as it sprang up like a foun tain of life in the dif -
fer ent coun tries.  The term “Piet ism,” at first ap plied in
de ri sion to the awak ened prayer meet ing peo ple of Ger -
many, we use in the best sense of the word, as de not ing
liv ing and true Chris tian ity.  In Eng land the liv ing Chris -
tians dur ing this same pe riod were called Pu ri tans, and
the move ment Pu ri tan ism.  Piet ism and Pu ri tan ism were
move ments of blessed ex pe ri ences with God, but very
thorny ex pe ri ences when it came to their re la tions with
the or ga nized Church, the Lu theran Church of Ger many
and Scan di na via, and the Episcopal Church of England
and Scotland…

Fa thers Of Piet ism And the Innermisson 

Philipp Jakob Spener (1635 – 1705) may be noted for 
these im por tant things in Church His tory: 

1.  Through Spener the Piet ist ic re vival broke out
Sunday, July 18, 1669 – af ter he had preached on the
Phar i see and the Pub li can.  We now had a Pen te cost Day
in the Lu theran Church.  Many came ask ing, “What shall 
I do to be saved?”  Spener an swered them from the liv ing 
Word: “re pent ye and get con verted, and your sins shall
be blot ted out and the times of re fresh ing shall come.”
They did come.

2.  Spener started Chris tian fel low ship and prayer
meet ings for the first time in the Lu theran Church, so
God’s peo ple could learn to talk.  Be fore they had been
kept si lent.  Now Spener drew forth the al most for got ten
Uni ver sal Priest hood Prin ci ple as stressed by Lu ther. 
Spener con nected it with the Waldense Innermisson Prin -
ci ples.  He launched the Bi ble-and-Prayer fel low ship
move ment that has been liv ing and ac tive among us unto
this day.  Soon Bi ble and prayer fel low ship groups
sprang up here and there, but the formalistic Lu theran
preach ers fiercely opposed them.   

3.  Spener states six soul stir ring de mands to the Lu -

theran Church and its min is ters in his lit tle book, “Pi ous
Wishes,” con tain ing six an swers to the ques tion, How
shall we re vive spir i tual life?

First An swer: Re vive the Ap os tolic house meet ings
around the liv ing Word and prayer.  Just Sunday ser vices
in church is not enough….  This has al ways been a strong 
rock and back ground for all lay ac tiv ity and
Innermission, but a thorn in the flesh of all un con verted
ministers.

Sec ond An swer: The sin cere and ear nest use of the
Spir i tual Priest hood.  1 Pe ter 2:9.  Ev ery pas tor should
en cour age the gifts of grace, the Chris tian tes ti mony and
the prayer and fel low ship meet ing.  This was very new in
the Lu theran church and caused violent protests.

Third An swer: Ad mon ish the peo ple that doc trine
and knowl edge alone is not enough.  Chris tian ity is an
ex pe ri ence through awak en ing, con ver sion, a new life of
fruit-bear ing for God, and sep a ra tion from the world.   

Fourth An swer: Do not fight about doc trines but
show broth erly love to Chris tians of other de nom i na -
tions.  Spener wanted the Lu theran Chris tians to rec og -
nize God’s peo ple and even to have fel low ship with them 
as far as might be prac ti cal in Chris tian work.          

Fifth An swer: The preach ing from the pul pit must be
dif fer ent and in a more straight and sim ple way, so that it
can touch the hearts of the peo ple.  On this point God has
given the lay peo ple a spe cial gift.

Sixth An swer: There must be a change in the train ing
of min is ters.  One who has not been born again can not be
a true preacher of the Word.  He who seeks to con vert
oth ers must him self be con verted.   

The formalistic preach ers be came rav ing “mad”
about these six help ful prop o si tions to re vive spir i tual
life in the Lu theran Church of Ger many.  They set a
learned uni ver sity pro fes sor to find false teach ings in
them, and he found 263!  But God’s peo ple to this day
have tried to fol low these help ful mea sures to re vive spir -
i tual life in their midst.  They have been found again and
again to be life lines to ward spir i tual re viv als, real lines
of the Holy Spirit.  So they proved to be at the time of
Spener so they are still.  Ne glect them and Innermission
and lay activity will die.

Fol low them dil i gently and Innermission will be re -
vived.  Help to God’s peo ple and re viv als of re li gion will
be the result.

4.  Spener’s teach ings of the sep a rated life of a Chris -
tian who should stay away from all sin ful and ques tion -
able amuse ments ac cord ing to Rom. 12:2, 11 Cor. 6:17,
etc., caused a de cided stir among many Lu theran preach -
ers who held that card play ing, thea tre go ing and even li -
quor drink ing and danc ing were in no cent pas times.  But
Spener drew up a clear line of de mar ca tion be tween
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God’s peo ple and the world; that had not been done be -
fore in the Lutheran Church.

5.  Spener’s in tense and sys tem atic in ter ces sory
prayer life has al ways been an in spi ra tion to those who
want to take time to pray for oth ers.  He be gan pray ing
for his friends and ac quain tances by name.   Any per son
Spener knew as a Chris tian could be sure that he was
prayed for ….  He had a sea son of prayer with peo ple
who came afar to see him be fore they left.  He prayed
with his house hold three times a day in con nec tion with
Bi ble read ing and hymn singing.  

Spener looked for ward with joy and praise to his fi -
nal re lease which came Feb. 5, 1705.  God started
through him a spir i tual life move ment which is still con -
tin u ing.  Praise be to God. 

INNERMISSON CHURCH HISTORY;    by P.
Ljostveit, Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation –

1948.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

God’s Power in Our Lives 

But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes upon you.  And you shall be My
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

Have you ever looked at a chal lenge and thought
you just did n’t have the power to over come it?  Do you
re al ize you have in cred i ble power avail able to you
through the Holy Spirit?  When Je sus as cended to
Heaven, He prom ised that the Holy Spirit would come
upon us, giv ing us His power (Acts 1:8).  (Ed.  Pro vided
you are IN Christ)!

Power!  In the Greek text it is dunamis from which
our word “dy na mite” co mes.  We have that kind of ex -
plo sive power in God!  Con sider some of the events in
the Old Tes ta ment in which men and women over came
king doms, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the
fury of fire and turned aside the edge of the sword.  By
God’s grace these peo ple grew strong in bat tle and put to 
flight their enemies.

The apos tle Paul claimed, “I can do all things
through Christ who strength ens me” (Philippians 4:13
NKJV), and we can make that claim, too.  In fact, we
need to live by it, for this world des per ately needs such
men and women of faith to ac com plish great feats for
God.  God calls us to wield spir i tual swords for His
King dom.  And He prom ises to give us the power to ac -
com plish any thing He calls us to do.  God wants to make 
the world mar vel, to melt frigid in dif fer ence and star tle
peo ple, to make them wide-eyed at what faith can ac -

com plish.  When the mul ti tudes saw the bold ness of Pe -
ter and John, they mar veled, and many gave their lives
to Christ.  God wants to ac com plish the same through
you and me.  Claim the Holy Spirit’s power in you, and
watch what He does through your life!

“The bat tle is the Lord’s!  The har vest fields are
white…

Vic tory is sure.  We face a van quished foe; then 
For ward with the risen Christ to bat tle go!”
          E. Mar ga ret Clark son 

New Every Morning, by D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries 

Editor’s Note: “Or do you not know that your 
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and you are

not your own?  For you were bought at a
price; therefore glorify God in your body and 

in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
I Corinthians 6:19-20

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Would You Like To Grow 
Weak Or Sickly?

Of course not!  ALL life wants to be strong and
healthy!  Mar tin Lu ther stated that if we got what we de -
serve, we would be like a blade of grass!  

It is not dif fi cult at all, to grow weak or sickly; just
quit eat ing and ex er cis ing! He brews 5:14-16.

WHY, then, do we fail to see the con nec tion be -
tween the weak ness of our faith and our lack of spir i tual
food and ex er cise?  Faith does n’t grow au to mat i cally; it
re quires spir i tual “food” for its nour ish ment!  It also re -
quires ex er cise.  An ex am ple is The Dead Sea – it has a
good in let of fresh water, but lacks an out let.  If we don’t 
feed and ex er cise our souls, we should n’t be sur prised
when our faith grows weaker and weaker. I per son ally
ex pe ri ence a cer tain de gree of loneliness as a pil grim in
this bar ren land, or as sojourner in a desert land; lack ing
an Oasis!  How we need Chris tian Fel low ship! 

“So then faith co mes by hear ing, and hear ing by
the word of God”  Romans 10:17.

God’s De lay!

WHAT SEEMS to be “God’s De lay” 
is n’t God’s De nial!



THE CHRISTIAN’S CROSS 
Dr. C. J. Sodergren 

“Then said Jesus unto His disciples, If any
man would come after Me, let him deny

himself, and take up his cross, and follow
Me.”  Matthew 16:24 

A Chris tian has two crosses.  The one is the cross on
Cal vary’s hill; the other is his own cross.  The for mer is
his sal va tion; the lat ter is his sanc ti fi ca tion.  

But what is this cross that we are sup posed to bear? 
Is it all kinds of trou ble, dis ap point ment, and sor row? 
No, it is only the suf fer ings and losses that are a con se -
quence of the obe di ence of faith.  It is the an swer to the
prayer, “Thy will, not mine, be done.”  

When we be lieve in Je sus and fol low Him we travel a 
dif fer ent road from those whose real “prayer’ is My will,
not Thine, be done.”  We clash with the god less world
and this means con flict and per se cu tion – and a cross. 

Then, too, we have our in vis i ble en e mies who tempt
us to dis obey God, and when we re sist them, they op pose
and plague us.  This also is a cross.

Again, we have an en emy in our own sin ful na ture
which prompts us to re bel against the Spirit of God, and
the dis tress of this ex pe ri ence adds to the weight of the
cross.  

In other words the cross of the Chris tian is ev ery -
thing that crosses the will of the world, the flesh, and the
devil, and which we could avoid if we de nied Christ and
yielded to their temp ta tions.

But a Chris tian chooses vol un tarily to re main loyal
to his Sav iour.  He does not have to.  He is free to cast the
cross aside and travel the broad road that leads to de struc -
tion.  But he pre fers the other road.  He elects to stay with
his Sav iour and join the com pany of those who are home -
ward bound.   

A dreary jour ney?  Not at all.  For ev ery loss there is a 
ten fold gain, and the loss is only the loss of worth less
things, while the gain is the gain of price less and eter nal
val ues.  It is the di et ing of the sick to gain health.  It is the
in vest ment of small earn ings to se cure un told wealth.

The very frame of a cross sug gests its mean ing; an
up right and a trans verse beam.  The for mer, we may say,
rep re sents the will of God, while the lat ter rep re sents our 
will.  When we take up the cross and bear it in the foot -
steps of Je sus, God’s holy and lov ing will crosses our
self ish and sin ful will and we are cru ci fied with Christ,
not only on His cross by ap pro pri at ing His aton ing death
in our stead, but also by mak ing our daily life a Geth -
sema ne prayer in His name.  The glo ri ous re sult is that
our old na ture is be ing put to death and our new na ture

ex pe ri ences a res ur rec tion with Christ, to live and reign
triumphant with Him.

The be gin ning is our bap tism; the end is to “be like
unto Him,” at home with the Lord.   

“Heneceforth let no man trouble me; for I bear
branded on my body the marks of Jesus.”

Galatians 6:17

“For if ye live after the flesh, ye must die; but
if by the Spirit ye put to death the deeds of the

body, ye shall live.” Romans 8:13

The Bible Banner, February, 1939 

CLOUDS 

“Jehovah went before them in a pillar of cloud, 
to lead them the way, and by night in a pillar of 

fire to give them light.”  Exodus 13:21

This “cloud” sym bol izes the Word of God, ap plied
both to Christ and to His Word. The pil lar fo cal ized a lo -
cal pres ence of God with the chil dren of Is rael.  Hence it
was a shadow to pro tect them against the fierce heat of
the noon tide sun and a light for their path in the dark ness
of the night.  It was the me dium of His grace and truth in
their midst. 

The Lord Je sus Christ is that cloud with us.  He is
“God man i fest in the flesh,” both mod i fy ing the splen dor
of the con sum ing fire of the God head and re veal ing the
light of His be nign coun te nance to us.  

The same is true of His Word.  It pro tects us from the
con sum ing fire of His ho li ness and re veals to us the sav -
ing love of His pres ence.  

 That “cloud” of God’s pres ence over shad owed the
dis ci ples on the Mount of Trans fig u ra tion, and the pil lar
of His Word is the me dium of His pres ence in the church.  
We see the Son of man com ing in the “cloud” of His
Word, and we shall see Him ap pear “on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.” 

“Be hold, He com eth with the clouds; and ev ery eye
shall see Him, and they that pierced Him; and all the
tribes of the earth shall mourn over Him.  Even, so,
Amen.” Rev e la tion 1:7. — Se lected
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A Bible That’s Falling Apart Often
Belongs to Someone Who Isn’t!
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Advance with the Bible!
By Dr. Sam uel Miller 

In Christ there is a life to live, 

A life of joy and glad ness.

He will His own the power give

To con quer sin and sad ness.

Now there fore let this truth be heard: 

Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

There is a foe for us to fight, 

Sa tanic hosts of evil;

We dare not stand in our own might

When we must face the devil.

We wield the Spirit’s mighty sword, 

Christ gives it to us by His Word.  

Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

There is a world for us to win 

Sunk deep in guilt and sor row.

Christ bore the bur den of its sin 

To make a glad to mor row. 

Be ev ery soul to ac tion stirred, 

That all man kind may hear His Word. 

Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

There is a city, from afar 

It beck ons to us mor tals. 

Christ co mes, the Right, the Morn ing Star, 

To lead us through its por tals. 

Thou King of Kings, of Lords the Lord, 

Grant us Thy glory by Thy Word. 

Ad vance!  Ad vance with the Bi ble!

The Bible Banner, February, 1939

Ed i tor’s Note: AMEN!  “I, Je sus, have sent My
an gel to tes tify to you these things in the churches.  I
am the Root and the Off-spring of Da vid, the Bright
and Morn ing Star” Rev e la tion 22:16.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The Fellowship of the Saints
They con tin ued stead fastly in the apos tles’ teach ing

and fel low ship, in the break ing of bread and in prayers.
Acts 2:42

“It is not good that man should be alone.”  God
knows this; He said it.  On Pen te cost Sunday two thou -
sand years ago, God cre ated a new kind of fel low ship
that had never be fore ex isted in the world.  Scrip ture
calls it Koinonia, the “fam ily of God” or the “for ever

fam ily.”  The fam ily of God in cludes all those who have
in vited Christ to make them new crea tures and have ex -
pe ri enced the re gen er at ing power of the Holy Spirit. 
Ev ery one in the fam ily bears the same name, Chris tian,
and has the same Fa ther in heaven.  This makes us all
broth ers and sis ters in Christ.  What a com fort ing re al ity 
to belong to such a group!

As mem bers of God’s fam ily, the Holy Spirit has
bonded us to gether in many ways.  Let’s think of some. 
We are equal heirs, and our in her i tance is in fi nite and in -
ex haust ible.  We are be liev ers; our hearts and minds
share the same spir i tual per cep tion of the world.  We are
dis ci ples; we all sit at the feet of one Mas ter and learn
our worldview from Him.  We are wit nesses; we share
the spe cial joy of lead ing peo ple to Christ.  We are sol -
diers; we share tri als and tri umphs and strengthen each
other in faith.  We are also a fel low ship of slaves.  Have
you ever thought of that?  Dur ing Ro man times, a
bondslave life and death were in his or her mas ter’s
hands.  Paul de lighted to call him self a bondslave of
Christ, and we should view ourselves in the same light.

Do you re al ize how blessed you are to be long to
such a won der ful fam ily?  Do you want God’s fam ily to
grow closer, stron ger, and more lov ing?  To day ask God
to show you how to play your part in the family.

“Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris tian
love.  The fel low ship of kin dred minds is like to that
above.” – CHRISTIAN HYMN 

New Every Morning, By D. James Kennedy and Jerry
Newcombe, © 2016 D. James Kennedy Ministries

No Purgatory, No Limbo!
Among many un scrip tural doc trines in vented by 

Ro man Cath o lic Church lead ers is that of pur ga tory
or limbo.  Cath o lics be lieve that at death the souls of
or di nary Chris tians de scend to pur ga tory.  Loved
ones of the de parted are taught that they should pay
the priest to say masses for the dead and pray for the
souls in pur ga tory.  Even tu ally, if enough masses are
said and prayer ut tered, the soul may pass from pur -
ga tory into Heaven.

But that is not taught in the Bi ble.  It is based on a 
doc trine of sal va tion by works and by the church in -
stead of re demp tion by the blood of Christ.  

But not one word in the Bi ble in di cates that any -
body at death goes to an in ter me di ate state be tween
Heaven and Hell.  The terms “pur ga tory” and
“limbo” are not found in the Word of God, nor is any
other term of sim i lar mean ing. 

           Dr. John R. Rice



The Counting God 

“Doth not he see my ways, and
 count all my steps?”  Job 31:4

God is surely the Great Math e ma ti cian.  All the in tri -
ca cies of struc ture and pro cess of His mighty cos mos are, 
at least in prin ci ple, ca pa ble of be ing de scribed math e -
mat i cally, and the goal of sci ence is to do just that.  This
pre cise in tel li gi bil ity as its Creator.   

God even “telleth the num ber of the stars; he calleth
them all by their names” (Psalm 147:4).  As tron o mers
es ti mate that at least 10 tril lion stars ex ist in the heav ens,
and God has counted and iden ti fied each one!  And that is 
not all: “The very hairs of your head are all num bered,”
Je sus said (Mat thew 10:30).  From the most mas sive star
to the ti ni est hair, God has counted each com po nent of
His cre ation.

Such countings are far be yond hu man ca pa bil i ties,
for “the host of heaven can not be num bered, nei ther the
sand of the sea mea sured” (Jer e miah 33:22).   But God
has also cre ated “an in nu mer a ble com pany of an gels”
(He brews 12:22) and has prom ised that the re deemed
will in clude “a great mul ti tude, which no man could
num ber” (Revelation 7:9).  

No won der Da vid ex claimed, “Many, O LORD my
God, are Thy won der ful works which Thou hast done,
and Thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they can not be
reck oned up in or der unto Thee; if I would de clare and
speak of them, they are more than can be num bered”
(Psalm 40:5).   

Per haps the most won der ful of all God’s count ing ac -
tiv i ties is that im plied in Job’s rhe tor i cal ques tion: “Doth
not he see My ways, and count all My steps?”   If He has
num bered the hairs on our heads, we can be cer tain He
num bers our steps along the way and guides them all. 
“The steps of a good man are or dered by the LORD; and
He delighteth in his way” (Psalm 37:23).   

Days of Praise, Institute for Creation Research ,
Copyright © 2016, Permission Granted

THROUGH THE STORM 

By Pas tor Jim Mizell 

What a won der ful, won der-work ing God we have! 
There is noth ing that He can not do.  He has the power to
calm ev ery storm that de scends upon His chil dren.  We
read in Psalm 107:27-29, “They…are at their wit’s end. 
The cry unto the Lord in their trou ble, and He bringeth
them out of their dis tresses.  He calms the storms.”  

Nat u rally we seek to avoid the storms of life, but it

seems that they find us or slip up on us.  It is for cer tain
that they make us ap pre ci ate the times of calm we have in
our lives.  God knows that these storms are needed, or He
would not per mit them to over take us.

One day, a lit tle boat was wal low ing help lessly in the 
rag ing Sea of Gal i lee.  For “there arose a great storm of
wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was fill -
ing up” (Mark 4:37).  These ter ri fied dis ci ples thought it
was the end.  “Mas ter, carest thou not that we per ish?”
they cried. (V. 38).   

Of course, Je sus cared, but they ev i dently needed the
storm to make them un der stand and ap pre ci ate His care
and His power to save.  Verse 39 says, “And He arose,
and re buked the wind, and said unto the sea, ‘peace, be
still’.  And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”

To say that His dis ci ples were as ton ished at this
would be putt ing it mildly.  “And they feared ex ceed ingly 
and said one to an other, ‘What man ner of Man is this,
that even the wind and sea obey Him?” (v. 41.  I am sure
they re al ized this was Christ, the Son of God, no doubt.  

We may have our storms of trou ble and be at our
wit’s end.  Do we “cry unto the Lord in our trou ble,” and
look to Him for de liv er ance; or do we look to some one
else?”  Too of ten we turn to Him only af ter all hu man re -
sources are ex hausted.  We must come to an end of our -
selves be fore we re ally look to Him for de liv er ance.  If
we could only learn to come to Him first and rely on His
power.

Has some storm of trou ble en gulfed your life my
friend?  Don’t be dis cour aged.  Look to the Lord Je sus for 
de liv er ance!  There is no storm too great for Him to han -
dle.  “God is our ref uge and strength, a very pres ent
help in trou ble” (Psalm 46:1).  He can bring us through
the storm, for “He maketh the storm calm” in our lives
when He says, “Peace, be still.” The verse says, “Com -
mit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall 
bring it to pass” (Psalm 37:5).

Thought: Let ting God calm your storms means your
sor row will be turned to joy, and your prayer to praise.

One Hundred and Three Devotions.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

FASHIONS??
With one the lat est fash ions be ing the tat too ing of the 

hu man-body, could this be just a ‘pre lude’ to the ac cep -
tance of the “Mark of the Beast?”

15
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Death Ends All 
By Dr. Wal ter l. Wil son

I was talk ing to an athe ist one day, and he said, “I 
do not be lieve, Dr. Wil son, what you are preach ing.”

I said, “You have told me what you do not be -
lieve; per haps you will tell me what you do be lieve.”

He re plied, “I be lieve that death ends all.”
“So do I,” I said.
“What?  You be lieve death ends all?”
“I cer tainly do,” I an swered.  “Death ends all

your chance for do ing evil; death ends all your joy;
death ends all your pro jects, all your am bi tions, all
your friend ships; death ends all the Gos pel you will
ever hear; death ends it all for you, and you go out
into the outer dark ness.   

“As for my self, death ends all my wan der ings,
all my tears, all my per plex i ties, all my dis ap point -
ments, all my aches and pains; death ends it all, and I
go to be with my Lord in glory.”

“I never thought of it that way,” he said.
The out come was that I led that man to Christ

just by agree ing with him that “death ends all.”

UpDate
“So Mo ses gave a com mand ment, and they

caused it to be pro claimed through out the camp,
…for the ma te rial they had was suf fi cient for all the
work to be done – in deed too much.” Ex o dus 36:6-7

Some folk com plain when pas tors bring up the
is sue of money.  Is that true when the ed i tor of the
Morn ing Glory does as well?  Folks who are re ceiv -
ing the Morn ing Glory  and at tend Hauge Bi ble Con -
fer ences know that we have needs of money to ex ist
and ex pand.  On the other hand, have you ever heard
any pas tor say, “Look, folks, we ap pre ci ate your
gen er os ity, but we al ready have too much”?  This ac -
tu ally ‘hap pened’ at least one time!  

No tice: the Is ra el ites had come ‘to gether’ to
build the first sanc tu ary for the true and liv ing God. 
Ac tu ally this was a com mand from the LORD and
also im plied clearly in other places in the In spired
Word of God.  He wanted ALL of the con gre ga tion
to par tic i pate in the of fer ings for, and the build ing of
the ta ber na cle, from those of a will ing heart.  

JESUS has pro vided ALL we need for re demp -
tion/sal va tion by Grace Alone, Word Alone, Faith
Alone; all pro vided by GRACE.  As GOD had pro -
vided the need(s) of the Is ra el ites, they cheer fully
gave their gifts for the build ing of the same.  Keep in
mind and heart they were ‘cre ated’ out of the same
‘dust’ that you and I are.   They gave gold and sil ver
and brass.  These peo ple had no home of their own
and no cer tain fu ture, but they trusted in the Lord,
giv ing will ingly and joy fully.  In fact, so many came
for ward with gifts that Mo ses had to com mand them
to stop!

Ac cord ing to the Word of God, God blesses
those who give out of a will ing heart, as a per son
miss ing that bless ing when they with hold/dis obey.   

Mat thew Henry said: “Most need a goad to
quicken their char ity, Few need a bri dle to check it.”

By the Grace of God and His Word: We stand
strong for a Liv ing Faith, Fam ily and Free dom!

No vem ber in come for the Morn ing Glory was
$1880.00

The cost of pub lish ing and mail ing the Morn ing
Glory (at this time) is $2,100 per month.  In ad di tion
to the pub li ca tion, print ing and mail ing costs there
are ad min is tra tive costs, so it takes about $3,600 per
month to keep the Morn ing Glory and the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission alive.


